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For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you  
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 
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Sammy Hudson and wife, Desta  
Executive Director, The Refuge
Son Set Ministries

I 

remember when Desta and I first prayed about stepping into this  
ministry. She asked me a very serious question. “Sammy, do you feel 
called to start this ministry?” After telling her yes, she said something 

profound. She smiled and said, “Well then, we don’t have a choice.” She had 
a confidence that I had not yet discovered. She knew that if God was truly 
calling us, He would provide. 

We now celebrate 10 years of ministry at The Refuge. God has brought 
our family through many battles along the way.  We have faced battles with 
cancer and paying the medical bills, to battles of being told we were foolish 
to start such a ministry in the middle of a recession. It’s always easy to give 
up when things don’t quite work out the way you think they should. But 
that is not the way a calling works! 

Over the last 10 years, I have struggled personally with asking folks to support The Refuge financially. Sharing the vision has 
never been a problem, but asking others to participate financially was never within my comfort zone. This year however, God 
has resolved my fear and confirmed that now is time to ask with confidence. The Refuge NOW Campaign is our  
way of asking for your help with this calling that God has placed on our hearts. 

The call of Jesus for each of us remains the same:  “Come, follow me and I will make you fishers of men.” Our prayer is that  
you will support The Refuge NOW Campaign as we cast our nets into a world that is desperately seeking a little hope, 
the hope that is only found in Jesus!

Greetings from The Refuge!
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To counter cultures of violence, abuse, neglect, and hopelessness  
by demonstrating the love of Jesus Christ through programs  

and facilities that nurture a healthy spirit, body, and mind.

The Vision 

T 

he intent of Son Set 
Ministries is not to 
compete with other 

denominational or secular 
camps.  While our own pro-
grams and ministries are an 
important part of our overall 
purpose, Son Set Ministries 
will provide resources, staff, 
and facilities to complement 
efforts of churches, schools, 
youth groups, businesses, and 
organizations throughout 
eastern NC, transforming  
lives for Christ one camper 
and one guest at a time. 

1999 > Tomorrow’s Hope gains 501(c)(3) status

2007 > Son Set Board hires Executive Director

1993 > Vision of many for unique new ministry 

2005 > First gathering at 165 acres on Lower 
 Field Road near Ayden, NC

2007 > Land lease entered as Son Set Ministries

2007 > The Refuge begins!



35 The Mission 
 To share and model the hope of Jesus Christ.

I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress,  
my God, in whom I trust.” Psalm 91:2

Shared Involvement 
Since 2007

1,149+  
> Cash Donors
$425,000+  
> In Kind Gifts
19  
> Eagle Scout Projects
150+  
> Work Team Projects
48  
> Work Teams from 
 40+ Churches 
 24 Businesses 
 7 Universities 
 9 States

W 

hat is Son Set 
Ministries? It is 
not a church. It  

is not denominational. It is a 
collection of programs that 
are all about setting hearts 
towards the Son. We need 
not look any farther than  
our own backyard to find 
those in need of hope and  
a helping hand. This is what 
Son Set Ministries is about—
reaching out to others with 
the love of Christ. 

Son Set Ministries will make a 
difference not only in the lives 
of those who already know 
Jesus as their Lord and Savior, 
but most importantly in the 
lives of children and adults 
seeking refuge in Him.



SON SET MINISTRIES | NCREFUGE.ORG | AYDEN, NORTH CAROLINA

The Refuge NOW Campaign

6

Stories of hard work in the fields, laughter around the kitchen table, songs on the front porch, 
and prayers together as a family—these are the stories from families who give us the old farm 
houses and structures that form the timeless theme of The Refuge. Moving vintage buildings 

onto the property is not only beneficial economically, but it brings excitement to the local community 
as they see us preserving a part of their heritage. And the renovation process is as important as the 
result. The teamwork and friendships made along the way are Kingdom-building ministries themselves.

The old houses are much like us in many ways. They come to us worn out, broken, full of decay and  
in need of restoration. Each one has its own unique struggles that need attending to. But when they 
come here, they are restored, cared for, and given new purpose. This is exactly what God offers us 
through His son Jesus: the opportunity to be fully restored and to discover His purpose for our lives. 
The Refuge exists to offer this hope to the world. Care to join us on the front porch?

The Theme

Completed Renovations: 
 > Main Office 
 > Luke House [12 beds] 
 > Moses House [12 beds] 
 > Hiding Place House [22 beds] 
 > Martha’s Place House [22 beds]
In Progress: 
 > Orchard House [16 beds]
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The Refuge is located in rural Greene County, NC. 
Ideally located to serve all of eastern NC, The Refuge 
is less than 50 miles from over 1,000,000 NC residents, 
and less than 75 miles from Greenville, Rocky Mount,  
New Bern, Kinston, Jacksonville, and Raleigh.

The Refuge exists to facilitate the mission of Son Set  
Ministries, and serve the needs of other diverse programs, 
organizations, and groups seeking Christ-centered resources  
to nurture Christian growth, leadership, and discipleship. 

The Refuge has come a long way since 2007, but actual demand,  
for its purpose in serving eastern NC, far exceeds current capacities.

The Refuge cannot meet all those needs today. The  
scope of development required to fully realize its potential, 
demanded by the region and affirmed by God’s blessings to 
date, will take gifts of expertise and capital yet to come. 

Driving Distances to Neighboring Camps: 
1 Young Life: Windy Gap > 340 miles  
2 Methodist: Don Lee Center > 63 miles 
3 Baptist: Fort Caswell > 138 miles 
4 Non-denominational: Crusader > 75 miles  
5 FCA: Oak Hill > 115 miles 
6 YMCA: Kanata > 80 miles 

25 Miles

50 Miles

75 Miles

from The Refuge

1
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With decades of combined of ministry experience, The Refuge staff can 
customize any retreat and provide worship leaders, speakers, and program 
content. The farm houses, field, and pavilion can be leased for anything 
consistent with Son Set Ministries’ principles, from a wedding to a concert.

From humble beginnings, Son Set Ministries 
now celebrates 10 years of setting hearts 
towards the Son, yet God’s work at The 

Refuge has only begun. His asking us to serve  
a fast growing number of persons each year 
validates our efforts to develop faith-based  
programs that meet the diverse needs of our 
children, neighbors, communities, and region.  
Each of these programs is designed to pro- 
vide opportunities for everyone to grow  
in their relationship with Christ. 

Youth  
and Adult  

Ministry Retreats:

Contentnea Canoe Adventures 
Cultivate: Youth Leader Training 

SOW Rite: Mission Weekend 
Confirmation Retreats

Youth  
Mission Trips and  
Adventure Camps:

Erasing the Lines (ETL) 
Small Town Hookerton 
Small Town Farmville 

Adventure Week 

Tomorrow’s  
Hope School  
Programs:

Challenge Course 
Environmental Studies 

Fishing, Canoeing,  
and More!

Marketplace 
Ministry:

Leadership Development 
Team Building Course 
Conflict Management 

Fun Days

Elementary  
Day Camps:

Connecting the Dots 
Creation Discovery 

Autism Week
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Total Improvement Valuation: $2,700,000 
Total Debt, Ever: $0

The Progress
Completed Development

Infrastructure  
 > Underground Power Dist. System 
 > Main Waterline and Fire Hydrants 
 > Septic Fields for Existing Structures 
 > Road System Roughed In
Buildings  
 > Main Office (1,250 SF) 
 > Pavilion (6,000 SF Multipurpose) 
  • Commercial Kitchen 
  • Restrooms/Showers 
  • Open Air Meeting Space 
  • Covered Basketball/Rec Area 
 > 4 Farm Houses (See P6) 
 > Creek Side Boathouse and Storage 
 > Storage Building/Shop (1,200 SF) 
Recreational  
 > 7 Acre Pond with Dock and Shed  
 > Low Ropes Challenge Course 
 > Soccer and Athletic Field 
 > Canoe Equipment 
 > Volleyball Courts 
 > Nature Trails 
 > Fossil Dig 
 > Campfire Areas 
 > Children’s Swing Sets 
 > Frisbee Golf Course

Year 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Totals

Campers 2,470 2,718 5,921 4,800 6,053 21,332

Construction  Vols. 118 135 142 136 255 786

Programming  Vols. 322 346 340 425 337 1,770

Total Lives Touched 2,910 3,199 5,773 5,361 6,645 23,888

7,000
6,000
5,000
4,000
3,000
2,000
1,000

0
2012 2013 *2014 2015 2016

Day Campers 
Overnight Campers 
Total Campers

* Three more  
farm houses  
completed.

Camper Population Per Year

As capacity of The Refuge to host overnight 
guests has grown, so has our camper population.

Total Current 
Facility Capacity

> Beds 68
> Indoor  
 Meeting Space  
 @ 1 Place for 
 30 Persons 
> Indoor  
 Dining Space 
 @ 1 Places for 
 30 Persons 
> Rec Areas 5
> Sport Areas 6
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The Future (Raised to date: $232,000) 

Build Out Development to Fulfill Purpose Projected Total: $4,730,000

Land .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $150,000
Infrastructure  
 > Grading, Signage, Additional Parking  . . . 40,000
Buildings—Near Term  
 > Orchard House Completion.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 95,000 
 > Martha’s Place House Completion.  .  .  .  .  . 95,000 
 > The Refuge Seed Company  . . . . . . . . . 850,000 
 > General Store  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200,000 
 > Enclose Pavilion with Doors, HVAC .  .  .  .  . 75,000 
 > Cover for Pavilion Stage.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 50,000 
 > Maint/Storage Facility (Equipped) . . . . 170,000 
 > Office Improvements.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 35,000
Buildings  
 > Chapel.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 400,000 
 > Dining Hall .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 850,000 
 > Additional Cabins.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 850,000 
 > Amphitheater . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200,000
Equipment  
 > Tractor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45,000 
 > Pavilion Audio/Visual Equipment . . . . .  20,000

Recreational 
 > Small Recreational (Four Square,  
  Archery, Swing Set, Vineyard, etc.) . . . $30,000 
 > Swimming Pool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 230,000 
 > High Ropes Course (See Back Cover).  .  . 250,000 
 > Climbing Tower/Zip Lines  . . . . . . . . . 100,000

Program-Based Income vs Donor-Based Income

Program Income Contributions
2006 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

350,000

300,000

250,000

200,000

150,000

100,000

50,000

0
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W 

hen The Refuge began in 2007, ideas were many, resources 
were few.  The land acquired was barren of any shelters, had no 
water service, electricity, or roads.  Yet, when the first meeting 

took place on that property, the peace and presence of the Lord was unde-
niable.  We dared to dream of what the Lord could do to this place. It was 
ambitious, but we knew that none of our dreams were too big for our 
God! So it began, and through it all the volunteers have never stopped 
coming to be the hands and feet of Christ. They come from Maryland,  
Alabama, Virginia, and from places throughout North Carolina. They  
come to be a part of something that God is leading.  Join us!

Total Capacity 
at Build Out

> Beds 250
> Indoor  
 Meeting Space  
 @ 2 Places for 
 330 Persons 
> Indoor  
 Dining Space 
 @ 2 Places for 
 330 Persons 
> Rec Areas 12
> Sport Areas 5

More Plans for The Refuge:
> Christian Music Recording Studio
> Biblical Leadership Training Center
> What are your dreams for God’s  
 Kingdom at The Refuge?

Today’s Date ____________________

I/We will commit to The Refuge NOW 
Campaign in sharing and modeling the  
hope of Jesus Christ by giving:

$ ___________________________

  As a one-time contribution paid in 2017. 

  In the form of a contribution of materials. 

  Divided over 3 years, beginning in 2017. 

$ ______________________ paid in 2017. 

$ ______________________ paid in 2018. 

$ ______________________ paid in 2019. 

  As 36 monthly contributions of:

$ ____________ starting (mm/yy) ________

Charged to my:     VISA       MC

CC # ______________________________

Exp Date ______________ CVC ________

Signature ___________________________ 

Name _____________________________

Mailing Address ______________________   

__________________________________ 

__________________________________

__________________________________

Phone (              ) ____________________

E-mail _____________________________
  Please send me The Refuge Newsletter.

Please cut off or photocopy and mail to:
The Refuge NOW Campaign

1380 Lower Field Road • Ayden, NC 28513
1-252-746-4766 • www.ncrefuge.org 
Make checks payable to:  The Refuge 

501(c)(3) Tax ID# 71-0885915

Only one life, ‘twill soon be past,  
Only what’s done for Christ will last.
 C.T. Studd, Missionary



A safe, destination-quality regional park for  
the use of campers, students, families, and  
the public in general for:

• Physical, Mental, and Spiritual Exercise 
• Community and Corporate Events 
• Team Building and Training 
• Outdoor Family Fun

1380 LOWERFIELD RD | AYDEN, NORTH CAROLINA | NCREFUGE.ORG

The Refuge Conceptual Master Plan

44 ac

Also an additional revenue-generating opportunity:

• Open on weekends to the public Sat 9–5, Sun 1–5 
• Start approx. 60 pers/hr (1-2 hr session) @ $20/pers 
• 10 hrs of starts x 60 pers x $20/pers = $12,000/wknd

Location: Adjacent 44 acre tract available

SON SET MINISTRIES | NCREFUGE.ORG | AYDEN, NORTH CAROLINA

The Refuge Aerial Adventure Park Concept


